
Mandatory Read 
Bull Run   810L       by Paul Fleischman 
Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, dreaming boys and worried sisters describe the glory, the horror, 
the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil War. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I Funny 610L        by James Patterson 
Resolving to become the world's greatest stand-up comedian despite less-than-funny challenges in his life, 
wheelchair-bound middle school student Jamie Grimm endures bullying from his mean-spirited cousin and 
hopes he will be fairly judged when he enters a local comedy contest. 
 
Archon  (Psi Chronicles Bk 2)   670L     by Lana Krumwiede 
Twelve-year-old Taemon struggles with the fallout from his role in ending the city of Deliverance's ability to 
use telekinetic powers and embarks on a dangerous journey with Amma to find his missing father in a Republik.  
(Series: Freakling Bk1) 
 
Flora Ulysses 520L       by Kate DiCamillo 
Rescuing a squirrel after an accident involving a vacuum cleaner, comic-reading cynic Flora Belle Buckman is 
astonished when the squirrel, Ulysses, demonstrates astonishing powers of strength and flight after being 
revived. 
 
Haunters 740L        by Thomas Taylor 
Three boys, separated by generations, are linked in their ability to time-travel using their dreams to appear, 
ghost-like, wherever and whenever they choose, but when Eddie, the first dreamwalker, is targeted by Adam, a 
dream-terrorist, novice dreamwalker David must stop him. (Series) 
 
Atlantis Rising 770L       by T.A. Barron 
The young thief Promi and the forest girl Atlanta battle evil and in the process bring about the creation of 
Atlantis. 
 
Paperboy  940L       by Vince Vawter 
When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in July 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating 
stutter makes for a memorable month. 
 
The Treasure of Way Down Deep 850L   by Ruth White 
In 1954, when mine closings bring an economic crisis to Way Down Deep, West Virginia, foundling Ruby 
Jolene Hurley makes a thirteenth-birthday wish to find the treasure rumored to have been buried by one of the 
town's founders. 
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2014 Summer Independent Reading List: 
Incoming 6th Grade 

You must read Bull Run by Paul Fleischman. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list, 1 Nonfiction title, and 1 book of your choice.  This is a total of 4 books.   
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



 

The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp 810L by Kathi Appelt 
Twelve-year-old Chap Brayburn, ancient Sugar Man, and his raccoon-brother Swamp Scouts Bingo and J'miah 
try to save Bayou Tourterelle from feral pigs Clydine and Buzzie, greedy Sunny Boy Beaucoup, and world-
class alligator wrestler and would-be land developer Jaeger Stitch. 
 
The UnWanteds: Island of Fire  880L   by Lisa McMann 
In a society that purges thirteen-year-olds who are creative, identical twins Aaron and Alex are separated, one to 
attend University while the other, supposedly Eliminated, finds himself in a wondrous place where youths hone 
their abilities and learn magic.  Series 
 
Parched  890L       by Melanie Crowder 
Told from three perspectives, Sarel, who just witnessed the brutal murder of her parents, Nandi, the leader of a 
pack of dogs who looks out for her pups and Sarel, and Musa, an escaped prisoner with the water song inside 
him, struggle to survive in a land without water. 
 
Hold Fast  780L       by Blue Balliett 
On a cold winter day in Chicago, Early's father disappeared, and now she, her mother and her brother have been 
forced to flee their apartment and join the ranks of the homeless--and it is up to Early to hold her family 
together and solve the mystery surrounding her father. 
 
Twerp 730L        by Mark Goldblatt 
In Queens, New York, in 1969, twelve-year-old Julian Twerski writes a journal for his English teacher in which 
he explores his friendships and how they are effected by girls, a new student who may be as fast as Julian, and 
especially an incident of bullying. 
 
Binny for Short  680L      by Hilary McKay 
Eleven-year-old Binny struggles to cope with her father's death and the loss of her beloved dog while she 
adjusts to a new home that might be haunted by her horrible Aunt Violet. 
 
Lockwood & Company: The Screaming Staircase (Bk1) 720L by Jonathan Stroud 
Follows three young operatives of a Psychic Detection Agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in London. 
 
How to Catch a Boggle 790L     by Catherine Jinks 
In 1870s London, a young orphan girl becomes the apprentice to a man who traps monsters for a living. 
 
RoofToppers  490L      by Katherine Rundell 
When authorities threaten to take Sophie, twelve, from Charles who has been her guardian since she was one 
and both survived a shipwreck, the pair goes to Paris to try to find Sophie's mother, and they are aided by 
Matteo and his band of "rooftoppers.". 
 
Brotherhood 720L       by A.B. Westrick 
"The year is 1867, and the South has lost the Civil War. Those on the lowest rungs, like Shad's family, fear that 
the freed slaves will take the few jobs available. In this climate of despair and fear, a group has formed. Today 
we know it as the KKK"--. 
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The Real Boy 730L       by Anne Ursu 
"A shy boy named Oscar who works as the hand to a powerful magic worker becomes the only person who can 
save his village from an evil monster"--. 
 
Guys Read: Other Worlds (Bk4)* 740L    Edited by Jon Scieszka 
An anthology of original science fiction and fantasy stories.  Series: Funny Business (Bk1), Thriller (Bk2), 
Sport Pages (Bk3). 
 
Seven Wonders: Lost in Babylon (Bk2)  570L  by Peter Lerangis 
Journeying to the ancient city of Babylon when Bhegad tracks down Marco, the companions face a daunting 
choice involving a dire trap and a long-lost figure from Jack's past. Series: Seven Wonders: Colossus Rises 
(Bk1) 
 
The Ninja Librarians        by Jennifer Swann Downey 
Dorrie Barnes had no idea an overdue library book would change her life. When Dorrie and her brother Marcus 
chase her pet mongoose into the janitor's closet of their local library, they accidentally fall through a passage 
into Petrarch's Library -the headquarters of a secret society of ninja librarians who have an important mission: 
Protect those whose words have gotten them into trouble. Anywhere in the world and at any time in history. 
 
When Audrey Met Alice       by Rebecca Behrens 
Living in the White House is like being permanently grounded. Only with tighter security.  When First 
Daughter Audrey Rose discovers Alice Roosevelt's hidden diary, the White House will never be the same. 
Because Audrey stops being the perfect "First Daughter" and starts asking herself...What Would Alice Do? 
 
A Snicker of Magic        by Natalie Lloyd 
The Pickles are new to Midnight Gulch, Tennessee, a town which legend says was once magic--but Felicity is 
convinced the magic is still there, and with the help of her new friend Jonah the Beedle she hopes to bring the 
magic back. 
 
Five, Six Seven Nate!        by Michelle Federle 
Now on Broadway as second understudy for E.T., Nate Foster keeps in close contact with his best friend, Libby, 
as he faces his nemesis, Jordan Rylance, and his own insecurities as the cast member with the least training and 
experience. 
 
Underhand         by M.J. McIsaac 
Nick is determined to clear his brother's name when a vicious rumor jeopardizes Markus's lacrosse scholarship. 
 
Space Rocks         by Tom O’Donnell 
Chorkle narrates the adventures of Earth children Hollins, Becky, Nicki, and Little Gus, marooned on his 
asteroid, Gelo, as he watches over them with his fives eyes, teaches them to fight a ferocious thyss-cat, and 
seeks a way to get them home. 
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Non-Fiction 

Listed below are non-fiction selections that you may choose to read.  Some were chosen based on grade level 
curriculum and others based on potential appeal.   In general, when deciding upon a non-fiction title, consider 
the following: 

1. Your interest in a topic or subject matter 
2. Appropriateness of content, audience and reading level 

Sustained reading, over a period of time (all summer long) of newspapers, magazines, blogs, etc. may count. 
 
Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain   by Russell Freedman 
Angel Island, off the coast of California, was the port of entry for Asian immigrants to the United States 
between 1892 and 1940. Following the passage of legislation requiring the screening of immigrants, "the other 
Ellis Island" processed around one million people from Japan, China, and Korea. Drawing from 
memoirs, diaries, letters, and the "wall poems" discovered at the facility long after it closed.   
 
Mountains Beyond Mountains 1120L    by Tracy Kidder 
Meet Dr. Paul Farmer, a Harvard-educated doctor with a self-proclaimed mission to transform healthcare on a 
global scale. Tracy Kidder follows Farmer's quest as he focuses his attention on some of the world's most 
impoverished people and uses unconventional ways in which to provide healthcare, to achieve real results and 
save lives.  
 
Call of the Klondike: A True Gold Rush Adventure by David Meissner, Kim Richardson 
In 1897, two 20-something Yale grads, Stanley Pearce and Marshall Bond, were among the first to hear about 
the gold found in the Klondike. They quickly booked tickets on a ship, gathered food and equipment, and 
headed north, hoping to strike it rich. A remarkable collection of documents paints a picture of the Klondike 
gold rush in vivid detail.  
 
Merciless Monarchs and Ruthless Royalty 640L  by Miriam Aronin 
Though the topic is serious—historic leaders who ruled with violence—this energetic title moves swiftly 
through space and time (from King Herod the Great to Cixi the Chinese Empress), revealing the terrible deeds 
and motivations of nine bloodthirsty rulers.  
 
The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll 's History and Her Impact on Us by Tanya Lee Stone 
A look at the fifty-year history of Barbie, the doll that people either love or love to hate.  
 
The Incredible Transcontinental Railroad      by R. Conrad Stein 
this book tells the story of the transcontinental railroad, from the doctrine of Manifest Destiny to the driving of 
the golden spike at Promontory Point, Utah and beyond.  Told in alternating perspectives, this book follows the 
stories of both the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroad companies. Stein explores the differences and 
similarities in the difficulties each company faced while undertaking this major project. 
 
The Plains Indian Wars 1864-1890   930L    by Andrew Langley 
The Plains Indian Wars were not like most other wars: there were few large battles, and they took place across a 
huge but sparsely populated region. So why are the wars such a contentious topic? How did they affect people 
on both sides of the conflict? This book seeks to relate the overall events and chronology of the Plains Indian 
wars and shows their impact on everyday lives. 
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The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible on 
Schindler’s List        by Leon Leyson 
Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was 
forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to 
survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of Plaszow, the 
concentration camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man, a man named 
Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his four 
siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became world renowned: 
Schindler’s List. 
 
Cool Trash to Treasure – Cool Trash to Treasure Series 590 – 630L by Pam Scheunemann 
Want to turn your trash into treasure? It's all about taking something that is old, unused, or unwanted and 
making it into something fun, different, and useful. This is called upcycling. It'll make you think twice before 
you throw things away. What you can make is limited only by your imagination! 
 
Rocks and the People Who Love Them 830L    by Nel Yomtov 
To the untrained eye, one rock looks like another. But for the geologists who study them, rocks tell stories. 
Whether rocks are igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic, each one holds clues about Earth's history and 
formation. From dynamic creation to wave battered erosion, get ready to discover the science of rocks and the 
people who love them. 
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